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Road signs you might see in France

For many British drivers the gateway to Europe is France. 
French road signs do not always correspond to those 
found in the UK so it is important to know their meaning. 
Here are some of the most commonly found signs:

•	Drive on the right-hand side of the road – this applies across 
continental Europe.

•	Drive cautiously and expect the unexpected – the local driving 
style may be different to that of the UK.

•	Don’t drive when you’re tired and take regular breaks –  
at least 15 minutes every two hours.

•	Speed limits are often higher than in the UK so cars may 
approach faster than you are used to.

•	Always wear a seatbelt and make sure other passengers do 
too – even when it’s hot!

•	Don’t drink and drive – the legal blood-alcohol limit may be 
lower than in the UK.

•	Holiday luggage may make your vehicle heavier than usual so 
allow more time and distance for braking. 

•	You should have a GB sticker clearly visible on the back of 
your car if your number plate doesn’t include this information.

•	It is now compulsory in many countries in Europe, including 
France, for all vehicles to carry a reflective jacket and at least 
one warning triangle for use in case of a breakdown.

•	Radar detectors are illegal in many countries in Europe 
including France and Spain, whether in use or not.  
If you are caught with one you could be fined.

•	Plan your route before you start driving. 

•	If you’re involved in an accident, contact your insurer 
immediately and take photographs of damage to your vehicle.

Driving regulations and customs are often different on  
the continent so follow the advice below to help steer  
clear of trouble:		

Where: Approach to a roundabout 
Meaning: You must give way (or ‘cedez le passage’). 
If you do not see this sign, you have the right of way 
and traffic on the roundabout must give way to you.

Where: Entering a town or village
Meaning: The sign, showing the name of the town/
village, is the start of the 50km/hr speed limit, 
unless otherwise stated.

Where: Leaving a town or village
Meaning: The sign, with the name of the town/
village crossed diagonally with a red line, indicates 
the end of the speed limit. Some towns/villages run

into each other. Another sign above this with the name of the 
next town means the 50km/hr speed limit still applies.

Where: In a town/village or approaching a hazard
Meaning: Indicates the speed in km/hr on that 
specific stretch of road. Speed limits may change. 
‘Rappel’ means ‘reminder’.

Where: Main roads
Meaning: You have the right of way and any vehicles 
joining your road from the right must give way to 
you. If you do not see this sign on a main road or you

see the sign with a black line diagonally crossing it, you must give 
way to traffic on your right.

Where: Pedestrian crossing
Meaning: Pedestrians have the right of way over 
vehicles once on the crossing. These crossings may 
be indicated by a separate sign in blue. You should

treat the crossing as you would in the UK.



Some tips on driving in Belgium

•	You  shou ld take gre at  car e to  obey the   ‘prio rit y to  the   right’ 
rule . In man y in st an ces  drive rs must  give  prio rit y to  ve hicle s 
join in g a road from the   right, eve n if the  y ha ve  st opp ed  at  a 
road juncti on  or  st opp ed  for  ped es trian s or  cyclis ts.

•	Fin es  ha ve  in cre as ed  dramat icall y – for  example , the   pen alty 
for  excee din g the   spee d limit  by 40km/hr can  be up to  €2,750. 
If you  ar e unable  to  pay an  on -the  -spot fin e you r ve hicle  may
be impou nd ed .

Some tips on driving in Italy

•	You  must  use dipp ed  he adlights durin g the   day while  trave ll in g 
on  moto rways and   major  roads ou tside  cit ies .

 
•	You  shou ld wea r a re fle cti ve  safety jacket if you  ar e st and  in g  

wit h, in specti ng or  re pairin g you r ve hicle  on  a public highway.

Some tips on driving in the Netherlands

•		Be extra vigilan t for  trams; the  y ha ve  prio rit y ove r othe  r traff ic 
and   ar e well -known to  exer cis e th at  right. If a tram or  a bus  
st ops in  the   midd le  of  the   road to  all ow pas sen ger s on  and   of f, 
you  must  st op.

•		Be par ti cular ly car eful whe n usin g rou nd abou ts - on  some you  
ha ve  the   right of  way whe n on  the   rou nd abou t, but on  othe  rs 
the   right of  way must  be give n to  ve hicle s en ter in g.

For more help and advice like this on any country you are travelling to abroad, 

visit fco.gov.uk/travel or call +44 845 850 28 29

Some tips on driving in France

•	The  Fre nch police st rictly en for ce spee din g re st ricti on s and   if  
you  excee d spee d limit s you  will  face he avy on -the  -spot fin es , 
of ten  payable  on ly by the   exact amou nt  in  cas h.

•	 If you  bre ak Fre nch drivin g laws you  can  also ha ve  you r UK 
drivin g licen ce con fis cat ed  by Fre nch Police. This  cou ld le ad 
to  you r ve hicle  bein g tempor ar ily impou nd ed  if no alter nat ive  
drive r wit h a valid licen ce is  available .

 
•		A sin gle  con ti nuou s whit e lin e is  equivale nt  to  a dou ble  whit e 

lin e in  the   UK and   mea ns ‘do not ove rt ake.’

•		The re  ar e two spee d limit s for  moto rways and   dual 
car riageways: the   lower  on e shou ld be obeyed  in  wet wea the  r 
– and   always by drive rs who ha ve  he ld a licen ce for  le ss  th an  
two yea rs.

Some tips on driving in Spain

•		It is  a le gal re quire men t for  moto ris ts in  Spain  to  car ry two re d 
war nin g trian gle s. The se ar e to  be placed  in  fron t of  and   behin d 
the   ve hicle  in  the   eve nt  of  an  acc ide nt  or  bre akdown.

•	Drive rs must  ha ve  a spar e pair of  spectacle s (if nee de d for  
drivin g), a spar e whe el and   a full  set of  spar e bulbs plus the   
to ols to  cha nge the  m.

•	Drive rs shou ld be on  the   loo k-ou t for  th ieve s who tar get 
for eign-re gis ter ed  and   hire  car s, es peciall y th ose to win g 
car avan s. If you  de cide  to  st op to  che ck the   con dit io n of  you r 
ve hicle , you  shou ld be extre mely war y of  an yon e of fer in g he lp.


